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For the Week Ending
September 9, 2016

Upcoming Town meetings:

=  Selectboard: Tuesday, September 13, 6:30 PM at the Town Offices, 781 Blakely
Road, Outer Bay Conference Room, 3™ floor

= Recreation Advisory Board: Wednesday, September 14, 7:00 AM at the Town
Offices, 781 Blakely Road, Champlain Room, 2" floor

= Conservation Commission: Monday, September 19, 5:30 PM. Meet at the
Water Tower Hill Overlook

=  Planning Commission: Tuesday, September 20, 7:00 PM at the Town Offices,
781 Blakely Road, Outer Bay Conference Room, 3™ floor

Notices:

= Rabid Raccoon: A rabid raccoon has been confirmed in the vicinity of
northern Middle Road. If you see it, alive or dead, do not approach it. Call the
Rabies Hot Line at 800-472-2437 to report.

= Charitable Drive: The Burnham Library is collecting items for Steps to End
Domestic Violence, sponsored by the Colchester/Milton Rotary Club. Needed
items include personal care items, (shampoo/conditioner, toothpaste/brushes,
bath soap, lotion, etc.) school supplies, and old cell phones (personal info
deleted). Contributions may be dropped off at the Town Offices on Blakely
Road or at Burnham Library. Thank you for your help.

=  Political Campaign Signage: A reminder for this election season: While a
permit is not necessary for campaign signs, they should only be placed with
permission from property owners (subject to fines under 13 VSA Section 303)
and be kept out of the public right-of-way. Signs placed in the right-of-way
may be removed by the municipality or State in order to ensure the safe
passage of traffic, mowing operations, or other required functions. Posting on
utility poles is prohibited and subject to fines. These same rules apply to
signage for yard sales, sports, scouts, church and other community events. (10
VSA, Section 494) Commercial retail services or hiring agencies do not meet
the definition of an exempt sign and require a permit. Such signs are not to be
placed within rights-of-ways or on other government properties.

Upcoming events:
» Pink Out the Park: 5K Run/Walk to benefit Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer, Saturday, October 1, 10:00 AM at Bayside Park. Sign up at Active.com

While by no means a total representation of all the work performed by the Town,
the following highlights some Departments’ activities:

Kathi Walker O’Reilly

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509
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Director of Economic Development
Message of the Week - Promoting Colchester

The Town is committed to the promotion of our parks, recreation opportunities, and
quality of life in Colchester to ensure a thriving business community. We continually
look for cost-effective ways to bring visitors to our town. The following is a list of
some of our initiatives from the past year:

= Developed a tourism brochure/map promoting approximately 100 businesses;
nearly 10,000 were distributed from June 2015 to August 2016

= An advertisement at the northbound -89 Welcome Center near Exit 12
attracted interstate visitors, drawing over 100,000 to Colchester between
June and August this year

= A new Visitors Center was created at Severance Corners and kiosks for
brochures and maps at Lower Bayside Park were installed

= Placed tourism brochures at Burlington Airport, on 12 Lake Champlain Ferry
Boats, Waterfront Info Center, Burlington Boat House and Spirit Ethan Allen
Ticket booth; over 3,000 were distributed May - August 2016

= Hosted tours featuring Colchester amenities to more than 20 staff from local
hotels; signage provided in hotel lobbies promote Colchester recreational sites
and businesses to guests

=  Developed new website, Facebook page, and other social media platforms for
inclusion in marketing efforts

=  Collaborated with Vermont Business Magazine in July 2016 on an article
promoting Colchester

= |nstalled 100’ dinghy dock at Bayside Park to allow boaters from the U.S. and
Canada to visit local parks and businesses

= Promoted Colchester in conjunction with the State Department of Tourism;
attendees at Philadelphia, Montreal and Ottawa Tourism Conferences were
introduced to Colchester via the State Department of Tourism booth

Be sure to pick up one of our tourism brochures and check out all Colchester has to
offer - residents as well as visitors will find great activities to enjoy.

Assessor’s Office
Bob Vickery, Assessor

= The Assessor’s Office is busy finalizing the 2016 Grand List.

=  We are currently working on reassessments of all mobile homes located in the
five mobile home parks in Colchester. We found the current level of
assessment is not in line with other Town assessments. This may mean a
reduction in assessed value for some mobile homes.

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509
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= The State of Vermont Tax Department has begun their annual property sales
study to determine next year’s education tax rate. The Assessor’s Office will be
reviewing all recorded sales to ensure an accurate study.

=  While the weather is still clement we will be conducting inspections of any
permits that have been issued in the last year and making the appropriate
changes to assessment records.

= We are preparing to update property photos (last done two years ago). We’'ll
be photographing new construction and properties that have had significant
changes.

=  You may view the new online Web Map and Assessment Data by going to:
http://www.axisgis.com/ColchesterVT/

=  We are currently working on updating the new 2016 assessment data and wiill
have it updated shortly. Thank you for your patience.

For more information about the Assessor’s Department, please visit
http://colchestervt.gov/assessor or call (802) 264-5670.

Town Clerk’s Office
Karen Richard, Town Clerk

After an extremely busy primary election, we have begun to prepare for the
Presidential election on November 8th. The ballots should arrive by the end of the
month and then early voting can begin. We expect a record number of early voters
and will be setting up voting booths in the lobby for your convenience.

The Clerk’s office is managing cemetery administration with the assistance of an
appointed Cemetery Advisory Committee, the expertise of Glen Cuttitta, Director of
Parks and Recreation, and his grounds crew. The Malletts Bay Cemetery had
improvements a year ago that included tree removal and new fencing. This resulted
in many compliments from the public and increased sales of lots. Kudos to Wanda
Morin, Assistant Town Clerk, for managing all of the details associated with these
renovations.

Recently, with the construction of the VNA Respite House and the generosity of
Bobby Miller of REM Development, we received additional land to expand the
Munson Cemetery, along with fencing, currently being installed, along the new
boundary lines. Make sure to drive by to see the improvements.

So far since April we have registered 993 dogs. There are 222 outstanding
registrations for dogs that were registered last year but not this year. Remember,
dog registration is a law. If you have not done so yet, please stop by with a current
rabies vaccination. We are required to keep a copy of the rabies vaccination on file.

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509
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For more information about the Town Clerk’s Office,
http://colchestervt.gov/townclerk or call (802) 264-5520

Finance Department
Aaron Frank, Deputy Town Manager/CFO

Capital Planning and Budgeting: The Town of Colchester avoids debt and related
interest payments for most of its capital needs. The Town saves in advance for these
items much like someone who saves for a new car and thus avoids borrowing money
and paying interest. This is accomplished through voter approved “pay as you go”
capital plans for:

Transportation

Facilities, Equipment and Facilities

Park Capital

Public Safety (including specialized equipment for Police, Rescue and

Technical Rescue)

e Radio Communications (for Police, Public Works/Parks, Rescue and the
Volunteer Fire Departments)

e Information Technology (Town-wide including telecom)

With voter approval, Selectboard support, and prudent staff management, these
plans operate efficiently. The lack of debt for the above items contributes to the
Town’s low 4.2% debt service ratio. For local governments a 10% debt service is
considered acceptable; 20% is cause for concern. The debt service ratio is calculated
by dividing general fund debt service (principal and interest payments) by own-
source revenues (property taxes, local option taxes and user fees but not including
payments from State or other governments).

Although the funding is approved for multiple years by the voters, the planned
replacements and projects are considered annually by Town staff; the Selectboard
will consider them at a public hearing later this fall.

The Capital Budget Program and Plan for FY 2016-21 is available for review here:
http://colchestervt.gov/documentcenter/view/1237

For more information about the Finance Department, please visit
http://colchestervt.gov/finance or call (802) 264-5650.

Notify Me: Subscribe to Town news that matters to you most. Visit
www.colchestervt.gov and click on the Notify Me icon, enter your email address, and

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509
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select which updates you want to receive. You’ll receive an email when something
important is posted.

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509



