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For the Week Ending
October 28, 2016

Upcoming Town meetings:
A Planning Commission: Tuesday, November 1, 7:00 PM, Colchester Town
Offices, 781 Blakely Road, Outer Bay Conference Room, 3™ floor
A Selectboard: Tuesday, November 8, 6:30 PM, Colchester Town Offices, 781
Blakely Road, Outer Bay Conference Room, 3rd floor
A Recreation Advisory Board: Wednesday, November 9, 7.00 AM, Colchester
Town Offices, 781 Blakely Road, Champlain Room, 2" floor

Upcoming events:

A Annual Leaf Drop: Saturday, November 5 and Sunday, November 6, 8:00 AM
to 4:00 PM at Airport Park. Plastic bags will need to be emptied onto the pile;
Biodegradable leaf bags are OK. A change this year: no pumpkins, please, and
as always, no woody yard debris.

A Halloween Party: Saturday, October 29, 2:00 PM at Burnham Library. Enjoy

Halloween stories, crafts, dancing, snacks; Trick-or-treat around the library and

join in a costume mini parade around the grounds with the librarians. All ages

welcome. Sign up at our website.
A The Colchester Youth Basketball League (CYBL) 2016/2017 Season will
begin the week of November 15. Registration is still open for players in Grades

1- 8. Learn more at: http://colchestervt.gov/recreation/CYBL

Notices:

A Munson Road will be permanently closed to through traffic as of November
14, 2016.

A The deadline to register to vote is Wednesday, November 2nd. You can
also register to vote via the new online system at: https://olvr.sec.state.vt.us/

A The Town Clerk’s office will be closed on Election Day, Tuesday November
8th, so that all staff can assist at the polling location. Remember that all voters
in Colchester will vote at the Colchester High School Gymnasium, with the
gym divided into districts.

A The Town Offices will be closed on Friday, November 11th, in observance of
Veteran’s Day. That is also the Friday before taxes are due; this is typically a
popular tax-paying day, so please plan accordingly.

A The library will be closed on Friday, November 11 in observance of Veterans
Day.
A All park restrooms are now closed for the season-a port-o-let will be available

at Airport Park.

While by no means a total representation of all the work performed by the Town,
the following highlights some Departments’ activities:

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509
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Message of the Week:
In Memory of Joyce Sweeney

The Town of Colchester staff and many residents were saddened this month by the
recent passing of Joyce Sweeney, a long time public servant and dedicated
community volunteer with a notable history and career in the Town.

Colchester born and bred, Joyce was a town resident her entire life. She once
recalled to Colchester historian Inge Schaefer, “I was able to ride my horse in the
mid-1940s down Lost Nation, Bay, Depot, and Blakely Roads, all of which were dirt
roads at the time. If we wanted to go to Essex Junction, we'd go through the village
or through the woods [now Westbury Trailer Park]. We also used to ski on
Sunderland Hollow. It was all pasture halfway down the hill.”

Over her lifetime Joyce wore many Town hats and helped shape Colchester as it
grew. Feisty, active, and community-minded, Joyce combined a career with marriage
and motherhood in an era when it was unusual for married women to work outside
the home—and she worked and served in positions that were very often reserved for
men. She was an auditor for over twenty years, entered public service to the Town of
Colchester when she was elected to the Cemetery Commission in 1968, and
continued in that office until 2014. When the Town Charter was amended and the
elected office of Cemetery Commissioner became an appointed Cemetery Advisory
Committee, Joyce soldiered on as a most valuable member, bringing with her
decades of experience.

Her energy seemed boundless: in addition to being Colchester's Cemetery
Commissioner, over the years she became a Lister, was elected the Town Clerk, a
Prudential Water District Committee member, a legislator, a member of the Civil
Board of Authority, and was the Town Assessor. Inge Schaefer remembered: “She
would show up for a property inspection with a huge measuring tape in hand, along
with a notebook and property-related documents. No property was too steep, rocky,
wet, or dense for Joyce not to inspect it thoroughly. We would watch with
amazement as she measured questionable building dimensions or walked out the
four sides of a property until she was satisfied she had all the required information.”

Ms. Schaefer also noted that, “Joyce always put the Town first and contributed to it
every day of her adult life. She supported her church, the United Church of
Colchester, the Colchester Historical Society, sang in the Community Chorus, and
delivered Meals on Wheels.”

Joyce Sweeney was a big personality in a petite package: intelligent, honest, kind,
formidable, warm, and true; she was loved and respected. She will be sorely missed.

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509
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Burnham Memorial Library
Kelly Tomaseski, Director

Many of the leaves have fallen, there’s an undeniable chill in the air, and trick-or-
treaters are imminent, so we must be on the cusp of November. As we look toward
the cold and dark days of winter, remember that the library has a wide range of
DVD’s, music CD’s, audiobooks, and magazines for all ages, in addition to our book
collection.

A

The library will be closed on Friday, November 11, Veterans Day. For
Thanksgiving, we’ll be closing at 5 PM on Wednesday, November 23 and will
be closed November 24 and 25. We’ll be open on Saturday, November 26.
Here are some of our upcoming November programs:

One-on-One Tutoring: There are still openings for our tutoring program,
especially on Saturdays. Students from the Albany College of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences tutor students in reading, math, and science at the library. The
program is focused on grades 1-6, but tutoring is available for other grades in
certain subjects. Call us at 264-5660 to sign up.

One Health Day - Watch for a display about One Health Day the week of
October 31. The One Health Committee of the Vermont Veterinary Medical
Association is joining other health organizations to celebrate the first One
Health Day on November 3, 2016, in the recognition that human, animal, and
environmental health are closely interrelated. Stop by and see what it’s about!

Read to Willy Wonka the Chocolate Lab - Tuesday, November 8 and 22, 4 PM.
Sign up to read to our certified therapy dog. If you’re not yet reading, an adult
will read to you while you and Willy Wonka sit back and enjoy the stories. Call
to sign up!

Audubon Program: Winter Waterfowl - Wednesday, November 9, 6:30 PM at
the Meeting House. Did you know there are often tens of thousands of ducks
and other diving birds on the lake during the winter? Lifelong birder Maeve
Kim will discuss winter birds on Lake Champlain, including identification, life
cycles, habitats, breeding, and migration. Presented by the Green Mountain
Audubon Society.

Crafts for Kids - Monday, November 14 and 28 at 3:30 PM. Kids 5 and up get
to work on a new craft project every session.

International Games Day - Saturday, November 19 from 9 AM-3 PM. Join us as
we participate in this worldwide event supported by the American Library

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509
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Association. We will be playing all day and will be stocked with a variety of
board games for all ages and levels of experience! Stop by with some friends
and play one of our games or bring your own!

For more information about Burnham Memorial Library’s events and services, visit
http://colchestervt.gov/library or call (802) 264-5660.

Parks and Recreation Department
Glen Cuttitta, Director

The Parks & Recreation Department has been hard at work on a variety of tasks this
month as we prepare for the upcoming winter season. Details for all of our projects
and programs can be found at http://colchestervt.gov/recreation.
A The Colchester Youth Basketball League (CYBL) 2016/2017 Season will begin
the week of November 15. Registration is still open for players in Grades 1 - 8.
Staff have been revamping the Coaching Training for our many volunteers in
this program and preparing to create teams and practice schedules at all
levels. Learn more at: http://colchestervt.gov/recreation/CYBL

A Dinner with Santa is coming up on Friday, December 16! There are limited
seats available, so be sure to register soon as this event fills every year. Note
that this event will be held at the Colchester Middle School this year.

A Our Fall Guide still has numerous programs planned to start in November or
December, so be sure to take a second look.

A It's time to start planning your act for the annual Talent Show! Auditions for
Colchester’'s Got Talent will be January 19 & 20 at CHS. Categories include:
Youth (Ages 6 - 10), Junior (Ages 11 - 14), High School (Ages 15 - 18), and
Adults & Families. Cash prizes are awarded to the top three finishers in each
category.

A Planning has begun for the 34th Annual Winter Carnival in February 2017. We
are looking to add more volunteers to our planning committee! If you'd like to
help us plan for this event, or have ideas for new attractions, please reach out
to Mike LaPan (264-5648) or visit the event webpage:
http://colchestervt.gov/663/Winter-Carnival

A A.C.E. After School Site Directors and the Program Director attended the
Vermont After School Conference in Stowe on 10/28/16.

For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509
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A Programming staff have begun planning for the Winter/Spring 2017 Guide,
which will be released in mid-December. If you have an idea for a program
you’d like to see, or are interested in instructing a new program for the Parks &
Rec Department, please reach out to us.

A Parks staff have begun their fall close-down by clearing leaves, and will be
taking down tennis nets as colder weather sets in. All park restrooms are now
closed for the season; a port-o-let will be placed at Airport Park for the winter.

A Be sure to follow our social media accounts for park & program updates and
lots of pictures! We’re on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat. Follow
us @ColchesterRec.

For more information about the Parks and Recreation Department, please visit
http://colchestervt.gov/recreation or call (802) 264-5640.

Highlights of the Colchester Selectboard Meeting
October 25, 2016

The Selectboard:
A adopted amendments to the Colchester Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12,
Traffic. Speed limits on Rathe and Mayo Roads have been reduced. The public
portion of Rathe Road,
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For further information or comment, please call Linda Gustainis at 802.264.5509


http://colchestervt.gov/Recreation/parksNRec.shtml

